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Buried 
Treasures

A kaleidoscopic display emerges 
from the earth every spring and it 
never fails to amaze and delight, 
says Plant Nursery and Production 
Manager Ian Tocher.

L
ast autumn the Gardens and 
Estate’s team planted up its 
winter bedding displays. The 
design changes annually, but 
every year we use around 
60,000 bulbs in Hampton 

Court Palace’s gardens, with more than 
80 different bulb varieties used. These 
are mostly tulips, but this time we also 
planted hyacinths, anemones, muscari, 
the unusual North American bulb 
camassia and several different fritillarias.

We grow the winter bedding plants in our 
nursery, including wallflowers − ‘Bowles’ 
Mauve’ being a firm favourite for its 
colour and reliability − polyanthus, 
forget-me-nots and cultivated forms of 
daisy. In some of the beds we have used 
junipers and phormiums as ‘dot’ plants 
to provide height and structure. The 
winter bedding plants brighten up the 
dreary chilly months, but it is the spring 
bulbs that create the real ‘wow’ factor.  

Hampton Court Palace’s East Front has 
an astonishing number of beds, 46 in 
total, which are the prime location for 
our bedding displays. The beds are 
planted in the style of their Victorian  
and Edwardian heritage, which was the 
peak of the bedding craze. These days 
‘bedding out’ is less fashionable in the 
horticultural world, making these displays 
historically important and valuable in 
maintaining traditional gardening skills. 
Tulips planted here include the beautiful 
‘Angelique’, a fragrant pale pink 
peony-flowered type with the Royal 
Horticultural Society’s prestigious Award 
of Garden Merit (AGM), meaning it is 
reliable and flowers well. 

Also seen here is the gorgeous parrot 
tulip ‘Green Wave’, which has green 
petals edged with delicate pink frills, and 
peony-flowered ‘Brownie’, with a lovely 
copper-brown colour, which is East Front 
team leader Ben Pilgrim’s favourite.

Right
Dazzling tulip displays at 
Hampton Court Palace. 
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Jobs for the  
spring garden:

  Tackle perennial weeds, like bindweed 
and horsetail. Fork out the plant 
complete with roots to keep it at bay, 
or use weedkillers based on glyphosate.

  Check shrubs, trees and roses planted 
last winter and re-firm the soil. To prevent 
water run-off, dish the surface around the 
plant and apply bark mulch. 

  Visit a garden centre. Stock up on 
new-season compost for sowing, taking 
cuttings, potting and re-potting. When 
you get home, mulch with the remains of 
last year’s batch. 

  Don’t put away the secateurs. Cut back 
dogwood and last year’s flowered 
shoots of Hydrangea paniculata to a 
few centimetres above the older wood. 

  Give your lawn some TLC. If you have 
time, you could spike and/or scarify it. If 
not, settle for a weed-and-feed treatment.

   Set begonias and dahlias in trays of moist 
compost to encourage them into growth.

  Tidy your borders with a good weed and 
apply a layer of compost or manure.

  Cut back any perennial plants that still 
have old growth on them after winter.

 Spring clean your greenhouse. 

  Hardprune deciduous ornamental grasses 
such as miscanthus and molinia.

Spring  
into action
As nature comes to life, it’s  
vital to keep up with all those 
important gardening jobs.  
Here are 10 suggestions to keep 
your patch looking perfect

The adjacent Privy Garden has a different 
look and feel to the East Front. In this 
restoration of William and Mary’s 
17th-century garden, we planted bulbs  
to reflect its heritage, using the orange, 
white and blue colours of the flag of 
the Dutch House of Orange-Nassau. 
We used the striking double-flowered 
fragrant tulip ‘Orange Princess’ AGM and 
groups of hyacinths, ‘Festival Blue’ AGM 
and ‘Festival White’ AGM. While these 
are not old varieties, they have ‘looser’ 
flower spikes to reflect the style of 
hyacinths used prior to the mid-18th 
century, and almost resemble a bluebell. 
In the nearby Orangery, tall and delicate 
Fritillaria persica ‘Ivory Bells’ provide 
height and drama.

A visit to the Kitchen Garden at 
Hampton Court Palace should not be 
missed. There is not only a range of 
unusual edible produce to view, but 
spring flowers too, including tulips 
‘Willem van Oranje’ and scarlet red 
‘Apeldoorn’. Like much of the palace’s 
planting, these tulips have historical 
associations: one is named after 
William III and the other after the Dutch 
city where Het Loo, William’s former 
residence, is located.

Kensington Palace has its own 
spectacular spring bulb displays, 
predominantly in the famous Sunken 
Garden. In the autumn, the garden team 
there planted 16 varieties of tulips, plus 
the impressive Crown Imperial-type of 
fritillarias and hyacinths. They chose a 
palette of colours − purple, pink, red and 

Above 
Planting inspired by flag of the 
Dutch House of Orange-Nassau.

Right 
The Sunken Garden,  
Kensington Palace.

white − inspired by palace displays, 
including Diana: Her fashion story and 
the Victoria Revealed exhibition. 
White forget-me-nots were a favourite  
of Diana’s and these are a feature of this 
winter’s Kensington bedding. The pink 
lily-shaped tulip ‘China Pink’ has been 
inter-planted with red ‘Ile de France’, 
which will look spectacular, and peony-
flowered tulip ‘Wirosa’ AGM is used in 
pots. This is a late-flowering tulip and 
timing of displays is something to 
consider when choosing bulbs, as some 
flower in April and some in May, so it is 
good to plant early and late varieties at 
home. Alternatively, come to our  
gardens between early April and mid-May 
for an everchanging kaleidoscope of 
colourful displays.

“In this restoration of 
William and Mary’s 
17th-century garden, 
we planted bulbs to 
reflect its heritage.”


